Screening of tetanus antibodies with the aid of dot-enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (Dot-ELISA). Validation of the results using standard ELISA and passive hemagglutination test.
A Dot-ELISA is described that lends itself to the screening of large series of sera in relation to tetanus antibodies. A threshold of 0.06 I.U. per ml has been chosen as representing the protective tetanus antibody level. Two hundred and fifty-four sera were assayed by conventional ELISA, passive hemagglutination test and Dot-ELISA. The results obtained using concurrently these 3 techniques were in agreement with one another and permitted us to ascribe the same sera as tested by the various techniques to the same group of sera containing a non protective antitetanus antibody level and to the same group of sera-containing a protective level. It is suggested that Dot-ELISA should be used for the assessment of the tetanus immune status of populations.